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The  cases  .in  which  croton  oil  has  been  chiefly  administered 
have  been  those  where  an  active  purgative  was  considered  neces- 
sary the  smallness  of  its  dose  allowing  it  to  be  given  in  circum- 
stances where  other  effectual  medicines  could  not  be  employed. 
Although  mention  is  made  by  Dr  Con  well  of  Ins  having  used  the 
oil  of  the  Croton  tiglium  in  a case  of  obstinate  constipation,  in  an 
individual  affected  with  tic  douloureux , it  was  not  supposed 
to  possess  any  specific  influence  on  this  disease  until  lately,  when 
Sir  C.  Bell  brought  it  into  notice  by  his  successful  treatment  ot 
such  cases.  I am  aware  that  its  specific  effect  on  neuralgic  com- 
plaints is  by  no  means  generally  allowed  by  the  profession,  and 
that  many  instances  may  occur  where  this  medicine  can  be  ot  no 
avail,  as  in  cases  of  organic  disease.  The  very  beneficial  results 
however  which  have  followed  its  administration  in  several  cases  ot 
epilepsy’,  and  of  severe  neuralgic  pains  connected  with  tic  dou- 
loureux, which  have  come  under  my  observation,  both  in  this 
country  and  abroad,  would  seem  to  indicate,  in  my  opinion,  the 
possibility  of  there  being  some  specific  influence  in  the  croton  oil, 
apart  from  its  merely  purgative  action.  In  the  hope  that,  from  an 
accumulation  of  facts,  some  data  may  be  ultimately  arrived  at  for 
determining  this  question,  one  of  great  importance,  I have  thought 
it  proper  to  give  a short  statement  of  a few  of  the  more  marked 
of  these  cases.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  fully  into  the  details 
of  each  case.  I shall  content  myself  with  mentioning  generally  its 
history  and  results. 
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My  attention  was  first  particularly  called,  to  the  apparent  spe- 
cific action  of  croton  oil,  by  a case  under  the  charge  of  the  late 
M.  Lerminier  of  La  Charite  of  Paris,  in  which  a young  female, 
owing  to  exposure  to  cold,  had  an  attack  of  tic  douloureux , for 
which  she  had  been  subjected  to  a great  variety  of  treatment  in  the 
form  of  depletion,  counter-irritation,  &c.  without  relief,  but  which, 
as  soon  as  the  purging  induced  by  the  croton  oil  had  commenced, 
yielded,  and  was  entirely  removed  by  a repetition  of  the  dose.  I 
afterwards  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing,  in  the  practice  of  that 
eminent  physician,  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  drug  upon  similar 
complaints.  In  one  remarkable  instance,  the  patient  had  for  up- 
wards of  three  years  laboured  under  sciatica  of  the  left  leg,  which 
was  considerably  diminished  in  size,  and  could  not  be  used  with- 
out great  difficulty  and  increase  of  pain.  The  subject  of  this  case 
ultimately  left  the  hospital,  cured  as  regarded  the  severe  suffer- 
ing, and  although  lame  from  deficient  nutrition  of  the  limb,  still 
much  less  so  than  on  his  admission.  In  my  practice  at  the  New 
Town  Dispensary  of  Edinburgh  and  otherwise,  I have  had  fre- 
quent occasion  to  employ  the  croton  oil,  in  cases  indicating  the 
administration  of  a purgative,  and,  induced  by  the  cases  which  I 
had  seen  under  the  care  of  M.  Lerminier,  as  well  as  by  the  favour- 
able opinion  entertained  of  this  drug  by  authors,  I employed  it  in 
the  case  of  an  individual  aged  GO,  who  had  been  subject  to  a se- 
vere form  of  epilepsy,  recurring  at  intervals  of  six  weeks  during 
the  last  twelve  years.  Immediately  after  the  attack  for  which 
I was  requested  to  see  him  had  passed  off,  I administered  a drop 
and  a half  of  croton  oil,  which  produced  vigorous  purgation,  and 
have  continued  the  medicine  in  small  doses  occasionally  since. 

The  result  of  this  treatment,  together  with  the  regulation  of 
diet,  &c.  has  been,  that  since  the  7th  of  October  1839  he  hasnot  had 
any  return  of  his  complaint.  Encouraged  by  the  happy  effect  of 
this  treatment  upon  one  of  the  most  formidable  and  afflicting  dis- 
eases, I resolved  to  employ  it  in  similar  cases.  In  December 
1839,  I was  asked  to  visit  a boy,  5 years  of  age,  who  had  been 
epileptic  for  two  years.  The  fits  were  at  first  at  intervals  of  from 
three  to  four  weeks,  but  at  the  time  I was  consulted  they  were  as 
frequent  as  twice  or  thrice  in  the  twenty- four  hours,  and  fatuity 
was  rapidly  supervening.  I administered  some  aloetic  medicine, 
which  produced  considerable  alvine  evacuation,  but  without  bene- 
fit ; the  fits  were  still  violent,  and  were  becoming  more  frequent, 
than  when  I first  saw  the  patient.  A drop  of  croton  oil  was  given 
to  the  child,  and  on  making  my  visit  next  day,  I found  it  had 
produced  several  stools,  and  that  since  this  action  had  been  indu- 
ced there  had  been  no  return  of  the  fits.  This  favourable  state 
continued,  and  the  child  gradually  regained  its  vigour  of  mind 
and  bodv,  and  ultimately  got  quite  well. 
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I had  occasion  to  be  visiting  in  the  same  quarter  six  months 
after,  and  saw  my  patient.  He  had  remained  quite  free  from  any 
attack,  and  was  in  every  respect  like  a boy  of  his  time  of  life. 

In  December  of  the  same  year,  1839,  I was  sent  for  to  a fe- 
male, aged  20,  who  had  had  three  attacks  of  epilepsy  previous 
to  the  one  for  which  I was  called  to  see  her.  The  croton-oil 
was  administered  with  the  best  results,  and  she  has  since  had  no 
recurrence  of  the  malady. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  the  form  of  epilepsy  in 
which  the  croton-oil  appears  to  me  to  be  useful  is  that  which  pro- 
bably arises  from  some  irregularity  in  the  cerebral  circulation. 

Those  cases  wherein  I have  been  disappointed  in  producing 
decided  benefit, — and  such  must  always  be  numerous  ; — probably 
arise  from  organic  disease  in  the  brain  or  its  meninges,  where 
palliative  treatment  can  alone  be  useful ; but  in  these  I have  oc- 
casionally observed  that  the  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms  are  not 
so  frequent,  and  are  generally  less  severe  after  the  use  of  this  oil. 

The  next  case  which  I have  to  state  is  that  of  a woman  aged 
50,  who  had  been  a sufferer  from  sciatica  for  three  years,  and  been 
under  medical  treatment  without  deriving  any  perceptible  benefit. 

I learned  from  her  that  local  blood-letting,  counter-irritation,  se- 
tons,  &c.  had  been  employed  without  advantage  ; and  when  I and 
my  friend  Dr  Philip  Maclagan  were  called  to  see  her,  she  was 
unable  to  leave  her  bed,  and  was  so  helpless  as  to  require  the 
constant  assistance  of  another.  We  commenced  the  use  of  the 
oil  externally  as  a counter-irritant,  and  administered  it  internal- 
ly in  a moderate  dose  morning  and  evening.  This  system  she 
continued  for  some  time,  and  in  about  a fortnight  after  its  com- 
mencement she  was  enabled  to  leave  her  bed,  and  move  about  the 
house.  The  pain  has  now  left  her,  and  she  complains  only  of  want 
of  power  in  the  limbs. 

In  the  following  case,  that  of  a gentleman  who  had,  during  a 
period  of  ten  months,  suffered  great  pain  in  the  anterior  and  lower 
part  of  the  right  thigh,  the  pain  was  so  acute,  as  to  be  supposed 
to  have  a periostitic  origin,  and  leeching,  fomentations,  blisters, 
&c.  were  employed,  and  medicines  given  internally,  without  any 
alleviation  of  his  suffering.  Two  drops  of  the  oil  were  admini- 
stered. Full  action  of  the  bowels  with  great  nausea  supervened, 
and  the  pain  simultaneously  left  him  ; nor  has  it  since  returned 
I had  an  opportunity  of  availing  myself  of  the  use  of  this  re- 
medy in  a case  of  laryngismus  stridulus , or  crowing  disease, 
which,  from  its  supposed  analogy  to  other  nervous  disorders,  I 
conceived  might  be  relieved  by  a similar  treatment.  The  fits  or 
spasms  occurred  in  a child  aged  9 months,  and  had  existed  for 
about  a fortnight  previous  to  my  seeing  him.  I administered  the 
antispasmodics  usually  employed  in  such  cases,  along  with  a pro- 
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perly  regulated  diet ; but  tlic  frequency  of  the  fits  not  appearing 
to  be  diminished,  and  having;  on  the  contrary,  increased  to  twenty- 
six  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  I gave  the  child  a quarter  of  a drop 
of  the  oil,  which  shortly  after  began  to  act.  After  this  the  pa- 
roxysms ceased,  nor  did  the  fits  again  return  for  several  hours, 
and  subsequently,  they  never  exceeded  four  or  five  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  in  a few  days  the  child  was  quite  well. 

The  effect  of  the  croton  oil  in  this  instance  was  very  severe, 
and  the  patient  was  much  reduced  in  consequence.  I should, 
therefore,  in  any  future  case;  combine  the  tonic  treatment  along 
with  what  would  appear  to  be  the  specific  action  of  this  oil.  1 1 
is  not  my  intention  at  present  to  give  a farther  detail  of  cases, 
believing  that  those  I have  now  stated  go  far  to  show  that  there 
is  much  reason  to  suppose  that  the  croton  oil  possesses  a specific 
influence,  independent  of  its  purgative  action,  in  some  forms  of 
epilepsy  and  neuralgic  cases.  In  this  opinion  I find  that  M. 
Andral  coincides,*  as  he  states  that  he  has  observed  great  benefit 
arising  from  the  employment  of  this  oil  in  neuralgic  complaints, 
when  purging  ensued  ; whereas  a similar  action  on  the  bowels 
induced  by  other  medicines  was  not  followed  by  a like  result. 

It  has  been  ascertained  byf"  M.  Brandt  that  croton  oil  con- 
tains, amongst  many  other  ingredients,  a peculiar  acid,  to  which 
he  has  given  the  name  crotonic  ; but  whether  this  be  the  source 
of  what  appears  to  be  the  specific  action  upon  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, which  I have  endeavoured  to  illustrate,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  affirm. 

The  subject,  as  I have  already  stated,  appears  to  me  well 
worthy  of  investigation. 

* Clinique  Medicale,  Vol.  v.  i*  Journal  de  Pharmacie,  Tome  xi. 
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